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I.  INTRODUCTION 

The Indiana State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) of the 

Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA) allows users to search information on known 

historic resources throughout Indiana. The data contained in SHAARD was collected from previously 

conducted cultural resource inventories, National and State Registers listings, research projects, and 

cultural resource management project reports. 

Access to all of the historic resource data is available on the web at www.SHAARD.dnr.in.gov and is open 

to the public.  SHAARD includes data from the IHSSI (County Survey Program), the Indiana Cemetery 

and Burial Ground Registry, historic bridges, properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 

properties listed in the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures, and historic theaters in Indiana.  

Access to archaeological site locations and information is restricted.  

There is also a GIS mapping component to SHAARD.  To learn about the map, go to page 15 of this 

manual.  

The quality of the data varies with the completeness and precision of the original records and may be out-

of-date. In addition, there are over 250,000 paper records from past surveys located in the office.  Not all 

the data currently housed in the office can be found in the database.  More information is being entered 

daily.  Absence of data does not necessarily indicate the absence of resources.   

The majority of properties included in SHAARD are privately owned and are not open to the public. 

Please respect property owners’ privacy. 

Users are encouraged to notify the DHPA about additions or corrections that may be necessary at 

SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov.  New sites will be added to the database as they are received.  Users are 

also encouraged to notify the DHPA at SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov of difficulties in accessing data or 

other issues encountered in using the database.   

SHAARD was made possible with financial support from the Federal Highway Administration, the 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources, and the Historic Preservation Fund of the U.S. Department of 

the Interior, National Park Service. 

http://www.shaard.dnr.in.gov/
mailto:SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov
mailto:SHAARDAdmin@dnr.IN.gov
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II.  HOW TO ACCESS SHAARD 

 

To Enter SHAARD, Go to www.SHAARD.dnr.in.gov 
 

1.  To enter 

SHAARD, click 

on “Enter 

SHAARD as a 

guest.”  By 

entering as a 

guest, you will 

have access to the 

digitally available 

historic resource 

data.  No  

archaeological 

information is 

available through 

this entry. 

 

2.  The General 

Public will not be 

given username/ 

password access 

to SHAARD. 

 

3.  The General 

Public will not be 

given a SHAARD 

account. 

 

4.  Click on 

“SHAARD 

Frequently Asked 

Questions” to see 

frequently asked 

questions about 

SHAARD.   

 
 

http://www.shaard.dnr.in.gov/
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III.  TERMS & CONDITIONS FOR SHAARD USAGE 
 

You must read and accept the Terms & Conditions for SHAARD usage to be able to advance further into 

the application.  
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IV.  HOW TO SEARCH SHAARD 

 

Once the Terms & Conditions of SHAARD are accepted, users will be directed to the Structural Survey 

Search page.   

 

There are five Structural Survey datasets from which users can search.  They include Theaters, IHSSI 

(County Survey), Cemetery Registry, Historic Bridges, and National Register.  Not every paper document 

in the DHPA has been entered into the SHAARD database.  So if no records are found, check back in the 

future or contact the DHPA Records Check Coordinator DHPARecordscheck@dnr.in.gov to review the 

paper documents needed. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:DHPARecordscheck@dnr.in.gov
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1. When you do a search and nothing is found in the database, you will receive this message at the top 

of the page.  Not every paper document in the DHPA has been entered into the SHAARD database.  

So if no records are found, check back in the future or contact the DHPA Records Check 

Coordinator DHPARecordscheck@dnr.in.gov to review the paper documents needed. 

 

 

1 

mailto:DHPARecordscheck@dnr.in.gov
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Using Historic Bridges as an example, the following chapter will illustrate the results of a search.   

 

You can search by multiple fields, but to receive the most complete list of entries from a search, a simple 

“County” search will produce the most results.  However, SHAARD will only display 500 records at a 

time.  If your search results in more than 500 results, you will need to modify your search to create a 

smaller list. 
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1.  By clicking “Print list of checked items,” the list as it appears will print. 

 

2.  The user can select the next page of listings by clicking on the page number or selecting “Next.” 

 

3.  This search resulted in 29 total sites – 10 of which are displayed on this page. 

 

4.  By clicking on this box, all of the records will be unselected and the user can individually select which 

sites they would like to print in list form. 

 

5.  Click View to view the data contained within the record. 

 

6.  Clicking on any photograph will enlarge it without opening the record. 

 

7.  The user can determine how many records should be visible on the search results page. 

 

8.  By clicking Revise Search, the user will return to the Structural Survey Search page. 

 

These features are the same for datasets (cemeteries, theaters, bridges, IHSSI or National Register). 

1 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

2 



 10 

The following pages are what the user will see when choosing to View Cass County Bridge #64. 

 

 

 

1.  Clicking “Print” from within the record will print all of the data associated with that record. 

 

2.  The user can page through the record by clicking on the appropriate tab.  Clicking on the tabs allows 

the user to move pages. 

 

3.  The user can also sequentially page through the record by clicking Continue.  Clicking cancel will 

return you to the search results page. 

 

These features are the same for datasets (cemeteries, theaters, bridges, IHSSI or National Register). 
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1. Clicking on this button will return the user to the “Search Results Page.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
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V.  SHAARD GIS 
 

You can use SHAARD GIS to search for the locations of cemeteries, historic structures (IHSSI County 

Survey), historic bridges, and sites listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  Many GIS programs 

will show you similar information, like the location of a cemetery near a community, but the unique piece 

to SHAARD GIS is that it is connected to the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology’s online 

database – State Historic Architecture and Archaeology Resource Database (SHAARD).  This means from 

the map you can learn more information about the cemetery or historic structure, plus access photos or 

PDFs related to the site.  The following guide will help you best utilize the program in order to find the 

information in which you are searching.   

 

 

To start SHAARD GIS, go to https://dnrmaps.dnr.in.gov/apps/shaardgis/.   This brings you to the home 

page of SHAARD GIS.   SHAARD GIS uses a software program called Silverlight.   The first time you 

open SHAARD GIS you may need to download Silverlight.  It should do this on its own, but if your 

computer has administrative firewalls, you may need to approve the installation.  Simply follow the 

instructions on the computer screen.  Without Silverlight, SHAARD GIS will not work. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dnrmaps.dnr.in.gov/apps/shaardgis/
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GETTING THE MAP THE WAY YOU WANT IT 
 

 

How do I get the map in the lower right hand corner to go away? 

 

The map on the lower right hand corner places Indiana in a greater Midwest context, plus shows you 

where in the state you are viewing.  So for example, if you scroll into the Fort Wayne area, on the small 

box in the right hand corner, there will be a red box covering the Fort Wayne area.  

 

This map is defaulted to be full when you open SHAARD GIS.  To reduce its size and make it not 

viewable, click on the gray box in the small map’s upper left hand corner.  This will reduce its size to a 

small gray box in the lower right hand corner of your map.  To enlarge it back to full size, simply click on 

the gray box located in the lower right hand corner of the map.  
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I do not like the map that is being used on the background of SHAARD GIS, how do I change this? 

 

The default for SHAAARD GIS is to use the “Streets” map.  You can change the background view to one 

of ten (10):  Streets, Imagery, Topo, Physical, Shaded Relief, Terrain, National Geographic, Oceans, 

Canvas, or DeLorme.   

 

To change the back ground map, click on the Menu tab in the upper right hand corner of your map, 

clicking on the “4 Squares” tab offers a drop down menu.  Scroll through the choices using the slide tab on 

the right side of the drop down menu.  When you click on the background you wish to use, the map will 

automatically update with the new background. 
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What are all the dots I see on the map? 

 

As you scroll in closer to the map, colored dots, squares, triangles and stars will begin to appear.  These 

items will not appear at the State overview level. 

 

Circles represent sites identified in the IHSSI (County Survey) program.  Triangles represent cemeteries 

identified in the Cemetery and Burial Ground Registry Program, squares are historic bridges identified in 

the historic bridge database, and stars represent those sites listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places.     

 

Along with the dots, you will see blue polygons over areas.  These are National Register listed historic 

districts.  You cannot currently click on this boxes to view further information, but future enhancements 

will allow for this. 

 

 
 

For County Survey Sites (circles) and Historic Bridges (squares), the symbol will have a color associated 

with it.  This represents the rating given to the property  through the DHPA’s IHSSI County Survey 

Program.  The Colors represent: 

 Red – Outstanding 

 Green – Notable 

 Purple – Contributing 

 Blue – Non-Contributing 

 Black – Demolished 

 Yellow – Unknown 

 

One site might have three symbols over it.  For example a cemetery would have a triangle since it is listed 

in the Cemetery and Burial Ground Registry.  Then it might have next to the triangle a circle, for when it 

was identified in the IHSSI County Survey Program.  And finally, if that cemetery were also listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places, a star would also be over the site.  Each symbol will pull information 
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from a different part of the SHAARD database and in most cases, reviewing all three symbols (and the 

data which it pulls) is necessary to fully understand the history, integrity, and importance of the site. 

 

Along with having a colored symbol, each site will have a label.  Cemeteries, historic bridges, and 

National Register Sites will have the proper name of the site.  It will only include one name (which it pulls 

from the SHAARD Database) and will not show all names by which the property is known.  For example, 

a cemetery might be known locally as the Smith Cemetery, Johnson Road Cemetery, and Catholic 

Cemetery, but on the SHAARD GIS map it is labeled as “Smith.”  This does not make the legal name of 

the cemetery “Smith Cemetery,” only that it was the first name listed in the database.  For more 

information on naming of properties, contact the DHPA 317/234-1268. 

 

Those sites listed in the IHSSI County Survey (marked by circles) will have instead of a name, a number 

label.  The number represents its IHSSI County Survey Number.  The first block of three digits identifies 

the county.  The National Park Service assigns this number to identify the county for National Register 

nominations; the survey program retains this number to represent the county in the survey. 

 

The second block of three digits identifies the USGS topographic quadrangle map on which the resource is 

located.   

 

The last block of five digits forms a discrete site number for the resources.  A site might also have a name 

(like Beck’s Mill), but through the IHSSI County Survey representation, will have only a number to 

identify it (175-037-45020). 
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To scroll in closer to the state, you can do so in one of three ways: 

 

Put your cursor over the area in which you would like to see closer, then double click with the left button 

on your mouse.  Each time you double click, the location will get closer.   

 

Or, you can use the roller on your mouse to scroll the map to a closer or more distant view. 

   

Or, you can use the tool to the right of the Main Menu Bar.  When the cursor is not over the tool, it fades 

away, but when your cursor moves over the tool, it becomes active and turns a light gray.  To get the map 

closer, you can slide the bar towards the “+” sign, or click on the “+” sign on the tool. 

 

 
 

The round portion of the tool will re-center the map in the direction in which you click.  For example, if 

you click on the upper, center (or North) tab, the map will re-center moving north.  If you click on the right 

or east triangle tab, the map will re-center moving east. 
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If you decide you 

want your map 

rotated, you can do 

this through 

SHAARD GIS. 

 

Simply activate the 

tool on the left side 

of the map.  Then, 

by clicking on the 

circular portion of 

the tool, you can 

drag the tool in the 

direction in which 

you would like to 

rotate the map.  To 

reset the north to 

the top of the map, 

click on the arrow 

which states “Reset 

North.” 
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Seeing section, township and range. 

  

Currently, the default of the map is to not have showing the Public Land Survey System (PLSS), where 

you find a section, township, and range.  Once turned on, this information will not be seen at the State 

Overview level, but as you scroll in closer to an area, the red boxes, which outline the sections can be seen.  

As you get to a closer view, in the center of the section, you will be able to view the township and range.   

 

To see this information, simply click on the “Layers” down arrow located in the Menu Bar on the left hand 

side of the map.  Scroll down using the scroll bar within the Menu Bar until you reach “PLSS.”   

 

Check the box for PLSS to see the information.  You can reduce the density of color by sliding the bar 

next to PLSS to the left.  This will keep the information on the map, but reduce the intensity of color of the 

section lines and will grey out the additional information.  
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SEARCHING SHAARD GIS 
 

Now that you have your map adjusted the way you want, you can search various categories.     

 

First, click on the Search Arrow, located in the Main Menu on the left hand side of the map.  Next, choose 

which category you would like to search:  Cemeteries, County Survey Sites, Historic Bridges or National 

Register Sites.  Even though you are searching one category, sites from all the categories will be visible on 

the map; you will just not be able to access the SHAARD database information for all categories at the 

same time. 

 

Click on the category you which to search.  For this example, we will search County Survey Sites.   
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Next you have the opportunity to search “By Area,” which will help you narrow down your search 

parameters.  You can narrow down this search by County, Civil Township, Quads (topographic quadrangle 

name), or PLSS (Section, Township, Range).   

 

Next you can narrow the search by clicking on attributes, so that the database searches for specific pieces.  

 

For County Survey Sites, the  “By Attributes” you can search are;  “Architectural Style,” 

“Category,” and “Rating.”  

 

For Cemeteries,  the “By Attributes” you can search are: “Historic Name.”     

 

For Historic Bridges, the “By Attributes” categories include “Vernacular Style of Bridge” or 

“Architect.”   

  

For National Register, the “By Attributes’ categories include “Architectural Style,” “Category,” 

and “Historic Name.”  

 

 Improvements to SHAARD GIS may include more search parameters. 
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Once you have chosen your layer, area, and attributes, then click on the search button.  If nothing is found 

through these search parameters, nothing will show up under the Search button.   

 

If there are resources fitting these search parameters, they will be listed beneath the Search button.  In 

SHAARD, the database will only show 500 results at a time.  In SHAARD GIS, however,  it will display  

more than 500 sites.   

 

 

1.    We searched on the County Survey Sites Layer. 

 

2.  We limited our search to Gibson County. 

 

3.  We limited it to only buildings that were rated  “contributing.” 

 

4.  We hit the search button. 

 

5.  It resulted in 2040 structures. 

 



 

 26 

 
 

1.  You’ll notice for your geographic area on the map, all the layers are visible.  So while you 

searched for County Survey, you can still see the symbols for bridges, National Register or 

cemeteries.  These other buttons will still have their color according to their rating.  You will not be 

able to access the sites in the other layer categories, or their corresponding SHAARD database 

information. 

 

2. But, the items pulled up in your search will be a light blue dot over the symbol for the resource 

type.   

 

 

3.  If you want to zoom to an overview of the entire area and not one specific site, click on  the 

“zoom” button to the right. 

 

4.  If you want to see a specific site in your list, click on the zoom button to the left of the Name or 

Number.  Clicking on the word Pan shows the resource at a further zoomed out layer than the zoom 

button will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
2 

3 
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If you do not want to see the other layers (types of resources), you can remove them from your map by 

clicking on the Main Menu under “Layers.”  Then you can uncheck the box for the resource which you do 

not wish on your map. 
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You can see more information on any resource that is highlighted clicking on the light blue dot.  The 

information seen there is being pulled from the SHAARD database.   

 

1.  Clicking this button gets you the entire SHAARD Report 

 

2.  This “X” button cancels the information on this particular resource. 

 

3.  The information shown will include attributes (basic information), photos (if any exist in the 

database), and PDFs (if any exist in the database).  These are visible quickly, at-a-glance by 

clicking on the appropriate tab.   
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Let’s say now that you are in the area through the County Survey Site Layer and now you want to see the 

information on a cemetery not identified with a county survey number or symbol.   

 

1.  Simply, click clear on the left hand menu, change your layer you are looking at to the “Cemetery” 

layer.   

2. Then click on the box with the arrow on the upper right hand corner.   

 

3. Capture the cemetery in question.  It will turn light blue.  You can click on it and the SHAARD 

information will display. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

1 
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Searching by using the buffering tool. 

A buffer in GIS is an area defined by the bounding region at a specified maximum distance from an object. 

Buffering is the process of creation of a zone of specified distance, called Buffer zone, around features 

such as point, line or polygon features.   

 
 

1. In SHAARD GIS you can create a buffer around a point using various shapes (circle, squares, lines, 

polygon, or freehand).  To get the buffer tool, click on the far left tool in the tool bar. 

2. Click on the shape style you wish to create. 

 

 

1.   

2.   
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When a shape is created, SHAARD GIS will highlight all the objects within that buffer.  Currently, to see 

the SHAARD data about a site in a buffer zone, you must be in the layer.  For example, to see the bridge 

data for a bridge in your buffered area, you must have the “bridge” layer selected.  To see the other 

resources in the buffered area, you must change the layer.   
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Other ways you can search: 
Currently there is a search mechanism for address.  This information is not pulled from SHAARD, but 

from the main GIS database.  You can put in the address (number, street, city, state  - with commas 

between the street, city and state).  Then hit search.  The GIS database will give you close variations of the 

address from which you must choose.  The possible sites are marked on the map with pins.  You will also 

see the symbols for sites found in the SHAARD database. 

 

 

PLSS is the Public Land Survey System (also known as Section/Township/Range).  You can put this 

information in as a query to search a location and what is known in that location.  The database searches 

by this variation:  Township, Range, then Section – it must be in that order.  You can either  manually put 

in the information or scroll down the drop down menu to find your location. 
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Printing 

 
You can print your maps from SHAARD GIS.  After gettingt he map settings as you like, scrolling into the 

geographic area you want on your map, and centering it as you would like it printed.  Click on the far right 

hand button to start the printing process. 
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1. M Once the print process has been started, you will be asked to create a title (which will be seen on 

the printed version of the map), it orientation, and format to be saved.   Then hit “export Map.” 

 

2.  The far left hand navigation information will not be on the printed map. 

 

 

1 

2

. 
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Your final map will have the date printed, a scale and what the symbols on the map represent.  Future 

enhancements to SHAARD GIS plan for increased ability to customize the map. 


